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University Stonewalling: The Damage Done
“Animal science” is the biggest engine of animal abuse, human disease, and the Biocaust.  
But hardly anyone knows it due to university and news-industry stonewalling.  Please keep 
supporting RPA’s effort to end “animal science.”  Solutions to big problems depend on it.
By David Cantor

No matter who is elected 
president of the United 

States this November, and 
no matter who holds which 
other offices going forward, 
we can be sure the one 
thing human beings, other 
animals, and the rest of the 
living world need most will 
not appear in campaign 
platforms, governing agen-
das, or bills submitted or 
signed into law.
     Needed most is a phas-
ing out and rolling back of 
hundreds of thousands of 
years of our species’ vio-
lations of other animals’ 
natural boundaries, or what 
I and Responsible Policies 
for Animals call animal 
abuse: everything human 
beings do to and with other 
animals and their natural 
homes and ecosystems.  It 
is all mistreatment – abuse 
– though this is hard to 
perceive and understand 
since civilization’s vocabu-
lary and discourse function 
to deny it and erase it from 
consciousness with notions 
of “humane treatment” and 
“animal welfare,” which 
really mean humane abuse.
     The reason an animal-
abuse rollback is needed 
more than any other policy 
change is that animal abuse 
is the main cause of nearly 
all human misery, prevent-
able suffering in nonhuman 
animals, and the Biocaust.  
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Beyond “Go Vegan!”: 
Serious Strategy Needed
In these 35 years when I’ve worked full-time as an animal advocate, the estimated annual 

worldwide slaughter of land animals for food has increased from 50 billion to 80 billion.  
Fish are estimated by weight, not by number, but no question the astronomical number 
of fish ending their lives in agony or living jammed into disease-spreading fish factories 
is way up, too.  Clearly, standard animal advocacy’s consumerist strategy for reducing 
animal abuse – “Go vegan!” – is a failure.  This might not be obvious if it had not yet been 
tested, if it had only been practiced for a few years.  But it has been relied upon for almost 
a half-century, and in the U.S., fewer than 0.5 percent of human beings eat plants-only.
     That doesn’t mean people should not eat plants-only.  There is no other natural or 
healthful way to eat, since human beings are natural herbivores, sickened, sometimes poi-
soned, by eating from animals.  And there is no animal product without animal abuse and 
worsening of the Biocaust.
     It’s just that the good reasons to eat plants-only don’t make “Go vegan!” effective for 
diminishing the meat, dairy, fish & egg industries (MDFE), which we must put on the 
course of extinction if our objective as animal advocates is to reduce animal abuse, includ-
ing abuse of human beings by MDFE.
     “Go vegan!” treats MDFE as mere consumer choices based on people “liking” animal 
products, as if they will stop liking them if told the down side.  That approach misrep-
resents and minimizes the full reality of MDFE.  
     For about a century, MDFE have harnessed the power of scientific mind management, 
more familiarly known as public relations, PR.  Using the news industry, schools, youth 
groups, cooking schools, the restaurant, grocery, travel & hotel industries, their own adver-
tisements, posters, videos, and other media, and of course infiltrating food education at our 
agriculture universities (land-grant universities, LGUs) as discussed in this issue of Persons, 
MDFE establishes in every human mind false & harmful notions that eating from animals is 
natural, healthful, right-minded, patriotic, and socially imperative for human beings.
     What social scientists call lock-in – lifelong conditioning and reinforcement establishing 
and perpetuating consumption habits rarely abandoned – prevents nearly everyone from 
hearing “Go vegan!,” let alone heeding it.
     The trick is to fix or eliminate the institutions doing the conditioning and reinforcement.  
As we can see in the lead article of this newsletter – and from long experience – that is 
infinitely more difficult than “go vegan.”  It is a hard, hard trick, nothing like pulling a 
rabbit out of a hat.
     I hope you will continue supporting RPA in the institution-changing endeavor.  Should you 
wish to take part, let me know.  While tilting at windmills, you can still inform people of 
harm from MDFE – I do that.  I just know it is not the way to reduce animal abuse. – DJC 
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Reducing animal abuse must not be 
confused with fighting cruelty, the stuff 
of large animal organizations that have 
never reduced animal abuse because 
they fail to define and address animal 
abuse comprehensively.  Cruelty is a 
minuscule portion of abuse.

Centers of Animal Abuse
     Working against the most-needed 
change, universities practice deception, 
coverup, erasure, and damage control 
worldwide 24/7 on behalf of anti-life 
animal-abuse profit industries that in 
turn provide significant funding to uni-
versity animal-abuse programs.  Our 
species’ tyranny over other animals, 
destruction of their natural homes, 
breeding of them, industrializing of 
them, and mass abuse of them account 
for nearly all human disease and food 
poisoning, the breakdown of Earth’s 
climate, toxification of fresh water 
and soil, over 400 lake and ocean dead 
zones, horrible maulings and killings of 
humans by human-engineered non-
human animals – not to mention the 
centerpiece of it all: nonhuman-animal 
suffering at scale and intensity known 
to animal advocates and investigators 
but unimaginable to most humans.
     These matters are excluded from 
public discourse, so it is up to advo-
cates to create the needed change.

RPA’s Approach
For two decades, Responsible Policies 
for Animals, alone among animal-ad-
vocacy organizations, has campaigned 
to end the biggest and most far-reach-
ing animal-abuse programs at our mas-
sive network of agriculture universities 
(land-grant universities, LGUs).  
     LGUs have many animal-abuse 
programs, among the most obvious, 
laboratory experimentation, “wildlife” 
and “fisheries” management, and 
forestry.  All fit RPA’s comprehensive 
definition of animal abuse as every-
thing human beings do to and with 
other animals and their natural homes 
and ecosystems.  All perpetuate the 
Animal-Abuse Revolution begun in 
prehistoric times (see “What Is the An-
imal-Abuse Revolution …?,” Persons, 
Spring-Summer 2022).  All perpetuate 
the Biocaust, the enormous destruction 
of life perpetrated by our species.  

     But “animal science” – “poultry 
science,” “dairy science,” “aquacul-
ture” (fish factories), “bovine science,” 
“ovine science,” and the rest – has the 
greatest impact.
     Inventing, spreading, rational-
izing, and denying responsibility 
for massive, atrocity-based factory 
farms throughout the human world, 
lobbying, propagandizing, spinning, 
undermining and misrepresenting nu-
tritional science on behalf of the meat, 
dairy, fish, and egg industries (MDFE); 
suppressing knowledge of MDFE’s 

contribution to the Biocaust and MD-
FE’s link to infectious and noncommu-
nicable diseases and food poisoning; 
maintaining alliances among MDFE, 
the news industry, and government 
agencies to keep the public confused; 
and lobbying to keep the public pay-
ing for the established anti-life system: 
There you have LGU “animal science” 
in a nutshell.
     RPA uses scare-quotes because “an-
imal science” really is not science but 
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Defining animal abuse as everything human beings do to and with other 
animals and their natural homes and ecosystems, recognizing animal abuse 
as both the basis of civilization and the root cause of human misery, and 
acknowledging that standard animal advocacy cannot achieve a reduction in 
animal abuse, Responsible Policies for Animals (RPA) brings new and original 
methods to the endeavor.  
     RPA demands that institutions, thought leaders, and the industry-govern-
ment-university-media complex stop promoting animal abuse and speciesism 
and become anti-speciesist – for the sake of human beings, the other animals, 
and Earth.  RPA uses its website, correspondence, literature, meetings, group 
presentations, Persons, and other means to advance its campaigns and to teach 
others RPA’s methods.  
     RPA members donate $25 or more and receive Persons, e-Updates, and 
RPA’s unique bumper sticker and brochures.  On request, RPA considers ill, 
indigent, or imprisoned persons for donation-free honorary membership.  
Learn more and donate tax-free at www.RPAforAll.org or by mail.

      

Responsible Policies for Animals
RPA@rpa1.org

P.O. Box 891, Glenside, PA 19038, USA
215-886-RPA1

www.RPAforAll.org
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animal-abuse technology with a pseu-
do-scientific veneer.  It flouts, under-
mines, and manufactures doubt about 
ecology, nutritional science, zoology, 
and our species’ biological nature.

RPA’s Latest Protest
In its most recent major protest of “ani-
mal science” at our LGUs, in May 2024, 
RPA wrote in a letter to the deans of the 
agriculture colleges at all 50 states’ main 
LGUs, in part,

The meat, dairy, fish, and egg 
industries, along with feed, account 
for most climate-breakdown gases, 
vast ocean dead zones, toxification of 
fresh water and topsoil, a large por-
tion of human disease, nearly all food 
poisoning, displacement and killing 
of countless free-living animals – plus 
the unrelenting flow of fish, chickens, 
pigs, frogs, minks, turkeys, ducks, 
cattle, and others through the facto-
ry-farming system of atrocities insti-
tuted by “animal science” at … our 
… land-grant universities (LGUs).
      Yet for two decades, [your uni-
versity] and our other … LGUs have 
stonewalled Responsible Policies 
for Animals’ persistent, empirically 
based request to phase out “animal 
science” and stop teaching the meat 
delusion and the protein myth.  

 

     There are two main ways our LGUs 
have stonewalled RPA’s 10,000 Years 
Is Enough campaign to eliminate “ani-
mal science” since April 2003, when 
RPA began the process of sending 
LGU chief executives letters, fact-
sheets, books, documentary videos, 
and RPA’s white paper “The Case for 
Ending ‘Animal Science’ Document-
ed” (“The Case”) proving beyond any 
intellectually legitimate doubt that a 
university cannot serve both the pub-
lic and MDFE.  One way is not to an-
swer RPA’s well-supported assertions 
because LGU personnel know they 
cannot refute them. The other way 
is to answer with elaborate smoke-
screens of pseudoscientific minutiae 
and MDFE propaganda that appear 
to contradict but do not refute RPA’s 
assertions or those of the great many 
reliable sources provided in “The 
Case,” whose 2024 edition accompa-
nied the above-quoted letter.

     At this writing, one LGU agriculture 
dean so far, with a title occupying two 
lines of stationery beneath his signa-
ture, has tried to snow me with the 
smokescreen-type answer to RPA’s 
latest mailing.  His four-page letter 
accompanied by a five-page reference 
list, full of misstatements and errors, 
is dated two months after RPA’s letter 
to him, so more replies might come.  
There is no doubt of continued stone-
walling in LGU World, where anything 
goes as long as it supports MDFE.

Trusted but Untrustworthy
Read any extensive news article or 
listen to any public-radio segment 
on nonhuman animals, food, agricul-
ture, climate breakdown, endangered 
species, conservation: Chances are its 
credibility comes in large part from at 
least one but often two or three uni-
versity professors.  Newspersons are 
dropping the ball if they don’t bring 
academic weight to bear.  The audi-
ence doesn’t question a news item’s 
reliability if professors are quoted.
     Newspersons rarely have indepen-
dent knowledge of things they write 
or speak about, so when a professor 
repeats the untruth that humans need 
to consume animal protein, the in-
terviewer doesn’t know that claim 
is false; when a professor invokes a 
decades-old estimate that raising ani-
mals for food accounts for 17 percent 
of climate-breakdown gases, they’re 
pretending not to know that estimate 
was superseded by an estimate of 51 
percent in 2009 and by an estimate of 87 
percent in 2021.  Newspersons, like their 
audiences, presume professors practice 
disinterested truth-seeking and are 
not speaking on behalf of commercial 
interests, let alone those most harmful 
to human beings, other animals, and 
the living world.
     The news industry cooperates in 
knowledge suppression by interview-

ing industry-serving professors and 
excluding reality-based experts and 
advocates qualified to refute their 
claims.  Newspersons keep themselves 
ignorant by refusing to read what de-
bunks professors’ claims.  Knowledge 
is responsibility; to avoid responsibility, 
avoid knowledge.

Can News Serve the Public?
Many books listed in “The Case” reveal 
special interests research-university 
professors often represent.  Titles like 
Science for Sale, University Inc., and Leas-
ing the Ivory Tower should sound alarm 
bells with anyone concerned for de-
mocracy and reality-based policy.  The 
1980 Bayh-Dole Act, enabling research 
universities and professors to benefit 
financially from their work far more 
than before, produces conflict of inter-
est news suppresses because revealing 
it would cast doubt on professors as 
sources, exposing news as propaganda.
     To know if they are being snowed 
by potential sources, newspersons must 
develop independent knowledge of 
what they write or speak about.  That 
means more time with books, online 
research, and investigations.

Damage from LGU Stonewalling
Since RPA began in 2003 urging our 
LGUs to phase out “animal science,” 
humans have acquired many viruses 
from other animals.  The most obvious 
and impactful is COVID-19. Sixteen 
years, from the start of RPA’s campaign 
to the start of the pandemic, was plenty 
of time for the desperately needed 
LGU disavowal of MDFE to ripple out 
through the human world had LGU de-
cisionmakers chosen to cooperate rather 
than stonewall; for humanity to grasp 
extensive harm from MDFE long sup-
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Working against 
the most-needed 
change, universities 
practice deception, 
coverup, erasure, 
and damage control.

Harm from LGU 
stonewalling 
RPA cannot be 
overestimated.
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pressed by LGUs; and for constructive 
policies to be established and imple-
mented – what we might call responsible 
policies for all animals, including human 
beings.  Such policies also could have 
helped prevent, and could help prevent 
in the future, spillovers of Ebola, SARS, 
MERS, influenza, and other infectious 
diseases, including those not yet heard 
of.  A key suppressed reality humans 
need to understand is that contact with 
nonhuman animals, even pets, accounts 
for nearly all human infectious disease.  
Such contact has always been unnatural 
and unnecessary, and it is all abuse, 
even when it is humane abuse sanctioned 
by LGUs.
     If anyone you know was diag-
nosed in recent years with cancer, 
hypertension, stroke, heart disease, 
osteoporosis, diabetes 2, an autoim-
mune disease, or other disease linked 
to animal products in the human diet, 
consider LGU stonewalling a factor.  
Had our LGUs cooperated rather than 
stonewalled, millions of people might 
have eliminated health-threatening 
animal products.
     The heating of Earth generates ever 
more powerful hurricanes, floods, tor-
nadoes, and fires while our LGUs pro-
tect the meat, dairy, fish, egg, and feed 
industries by suppressing knowledge 
that raising animals for food, not burn-
ing fossil fuels as we are constantly 
told, is the main heating factor.  There 
is no calculating the suffering and 
death of human and nonhuman victims 
of MDFE or of free-living animals from 
climate breakdown.  Nor of human and 
nonhuman victims of toxic agrichemi-
cals used on feed crops, nor of animals 
who eat those toxified animals; nor of 
nonhuman animals killed in or driven 
out of massive ocean & lake dead zones 
owing to agrichemicals.
     These are some of the most obvious 
harmful consequences of stonewall-
ing by our LGUs, institutions estab-
lished by Congress to serve the public 
interest that long since went over to 
the dark side, serving special interests 
at the profound expense of human 
beings, nearly all of Earth’s nonhu-
man animals, and the rest of the living 
world.  Harm from LGU stonewalling 
RPA cannot be overestimated.

Why Persist?
I have been told the obvious: RPA’s 
10,000 Years Is Enough campaign is a 
“David & Goliath” situation.  But who 
prevailed in the ancient battle?  More 
importantly, however – since really the 

battle is not between two men, one with 
an apparent advantage, but between one 
man with a nonprofit organization & its 
small-but-dedicated membership and 
a massive network of 105 popular, re-
vered, world-renowned, heavily-funded 
institutions with millions of blindly loyal 
constituents in all professions through-
out civilization.  
     There simply is no way to meet any 
objective of animal advocacy without 
putting “animal science” on the course of 
ultimate extinction.  For “animal science” 
is not just an institution within a network 
of institutions abusing animals on its 
campuses, no matter how “humanely” 
they claim to do so.  It is the main source of 
propaganda, misinformation, and mise-
ducation perpetuating all animal abuse 
everywhere.  There are countless sites of 
animal abuse: factory farms & old-style 
animal farms, animal auctions, slaughter-
houses, breeding centers, experimental 
laboratories, fur ranches, rodeos, puppy, 
kitten & hamster mills, zoos, aquar-
iums, petting zoos, traveling animal 
acts, cockfighting & dogfighting rings, 
homes with mistreated pets, business-
es with fish tanks or miserable guard 
dogs, and others.
     Standard animal advocacy does not 
reduce animal abuse because it does not 
debunk the core principles behind the 
modern animal-abuse complex, rein-
forced by LGUs: human entitlement to 
other animals and their natural homes 
& ecosystems, boundless unregulated 
free enterprise, human supremacy, 

speciesism, the “Great Chain of Be-
ing,” “animal welfare” (humane animal 
abuse).  “Animal science” and our LGUs 
not only train students in animal abuse 
for MDFE; they reinforce the core false & 
harmful beliefs that have driven global 
animal abuse for thousands of years. 
     The inherent difficulty of the 10,000 
Years Is Enough campaign is no reason 
or excuse to abandon it.  The need of it is 
the reason I am in my 70th year (my 35th 
as a full-time animal advocate) and have 
no plan to retire, every plan to maintain 
my health & stamina and insist on respon-
sible policies for animals even though such 
have never existed and they are part of 
no current political platform.  As Niebuhr 
said, “Nothing worth doing is completed 
in our lifetime ….”

What To Expect
Some RPA members might recall, from 
the days when RPA’s newsletter was 
called Thin Ice, that we used to recom-
mend actions in the 10,000 Years Is 
Enough campaign.  Few people chose 
to write letters to university executives 
or officials, short-term results not being 
anticipated.  However, if you might wish 
to try your hand, let me know, and I will 
assist you.
     Meanwhile, your continued support will 
be greatly appreciated as 10,000 Years Is 
Enough escalates in coming months and 
years.  RPA will soon create a hard-hit-
ting video on the LGU problem, the cam-
paign, and the stonewalling, to circulate 
widely among the public, the news 
industry, officials, and specially targeted 
audiences.  After federal and state offi-
cials are inaugurated in 2025 following 
the November 2024 elections, RPA will 
alert many to change most needed, as out-
lined in this article.  A revised edition of 
RPA’s white paper “Governing for Life” 
will contribute to the endeavor.  We will 
continue urging LGU newspapers and 
other media to acknowledge the “animal 
science” mega-problem.  And RPA will 
run advertisements to draw attention to 
the relentless suffering in human beings 
and other animals that will persist as 
long as “animal science” does.
     I hope you will hang in with me and 
support these crucial projects for the future 
of our nation, the rest of civilization, 
human and nonhuman wellbeing, and the 
future of life on Earth. 

Since RPA began 
urging LGUs to 
phase out “animal 
science,” humans 
have acquired 
many viruses from 
other animals.


