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Working To Uproot Speciesism
RPA and members urge news and other institutions to stop suppressing knowledge of  
animal abuse through misleading words and framing of animals, including human beings.
By David Cantor

As long as news and other 
institutions reinforce 

the perception of nonhuman 
animals as no one, there is no 
pathway to reducing animal 
abuse or the human misery it 
causes.  Understanding this 
from long study and advocacy, 
blogger, writer, and Respon-
sible Policies for Animals 
member Bethany Cortale, a 
resident of central New Jersey, 
has been urging the New York 
City NBC-TV affiliate to stop 
saying “no one was hurt” and 
“no one was killed” when re-
porting wildfires in her region 
and tornadoes in the South as 
if human beings were the only 
possible victims.
     “I explained my baffle-
ment at such statements,” 
said Bethany, “when, 
surely, other animals were 
impacted, and explained 
that these omissions of 
nonhuman persons are a 
result of speciesism … and 
our animal-abuse culture 
that frames other animals 
as less than.  I pointed out 
that inanimate objects like 
homes belonging to humans 
are given more consider-
ation than the lives of other 
animals.”
Exploitation Portrayed 
as Sport
     In recent months, in the 
aftermath of many deaths of 
horses due to the horse-rac-
ing industry, Bethany urged 
many newspersons to stop 
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The pain and anxiety of each day’s news is a long-running cliché.  Overwhelming as they are, 
the tidbits news provides only hint at the enormity of the deteriorating human condition.  A 

key reality news suppresses: Animal abuse, everything human beings do to and with other ani-
mals and their natural homes and ecosystems, is the root cause and main driver of human misery 
and ever-mounting mega-problems.  Difficult as it is to reverse the long trajectory instituting 
animal abuse, each day’s news illustrates the failure of humans-only advocacy.
     Just one mega-problem – manufactured weapons – illuminates the predicament.  A 
relentless scourge on humanity, with more guns than people in the U.S., larger weapons 
daily shattering homes and lives throughout the world.  The purpose of the original 
wielders of spears and clubs on the African savanna was safety from our species’ natural 
predators – large cats, raptors, dogs, and reptiles – and other dangerous animals.  
     We evolved to constantly watch for dangerous animals, prepared to flee or fend off 
predators with rocks or tree branches available in the landscape.  Whatever horror early 
humans might have expressed at preemptive killing because it violates innate human 
morality, the weaponed few gradually gained status and ascendance over the many.
     The weaponed class distorted normal, natural altruism – helping friends and loved 
ones escape imminent danger – into sham altruism, hunting down potentially danger-
ous animals posing no immediate threat.  As holocausts on dangerous animals made the 
world safe for agriculture and settled living, hunting cabals evolved culturally into tyr-
annies controlling the peaceable majority by force, threat, intimidation, and persuasion.
     Might acquired the appearance of right.  Tyrannical “Big Men” and their minions 
portrayed themselves as protectors when they abused, exploited, and oppressed the 
majority who dredged irrigation canals and performed other unnatural and painful 
labor, increasingly distanced from their original pleasurable lifeway playing, exploring, 
making love, and foraging for plants to eat amid the rich sights, sounds, smells, and life 
of their original natural home.  Then as now, those who rebelled against their drudgery, 
misery, abuse, and lack of fulfillment were treated as dangerous animals.
     Reconsidering human affairs in terms of animal abuse and how it might be possible 
to reduce it despite civilization’s dependence on it, I see in each day’s news and historic 
events of my lifetime the original weapon-wielders, thousands of generations ago, writ 
ever larger and more powerful.  Jim Crow, antisemitism, the Nazi Holocaust, Stalinism, 
Maoism, antilabor, anti-LGBTQIA, anti-environmentalism, anti-animal rights, misrep-
resenting criminals as “predators” – now a PBS documentary portraying our species 
as “the planet’s top predator,” flouting basic biology to rationalize the ongoing Ani-
mal-Abuse Revolution: all of a piece, remediable only through long persistence at total 
animal advocacy. 

To Help Humans, Undermine Animal-Abuse 
Culture
Putting our time, effort, knowledge, and wealth into justice for all  
animals is the only pathway to human wellbeing and solutions to  
ever-mounting mega-problems. Humans-only solutions are all failing.
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calling horse-racing a “sport.”  With 
a simple internet search, Bethany 
located the names of NBC Universal 
leadership and determined the format 
for their email addresses.  “I empha-
sized their contribution to this animal 
abuse … since horses are neither 
athletes nor willing participants.  If 
not for the fact that horses make lots 
of money for greedy humans, as well 
as nonliving entities like the networks 
and their advertisers, these archaic 
events would lose their dubious status 
appeal and eventually vanish.”
     Bethany reported contacting a total 
of some fifty newspersons and execu-
tives about the “no one” and  “sport” 
problems.

Enlightening People Doing 
Good
Many more people are needed in the 
struggle.  Ben Lotka has been at it 
for years.  Ben offered the director of 
Thon, the famous Penn State Universi-
ty student organization raising funds 
to “fight” cancer in human beings, 
information on Penn State promoting 
cancer by teaching the meat delu-
sion in its “animal science” program.  
Eating from animals is a major factor 
in human cancer, as indicated by a 
massive amount of nutritional-science 
data.  
     Failing to grasp animal abuse, 
including using animals for food, as a 
factor in human disease means no end 
to disease, just “fighting” it, treating 
it, sympathizing, and fundraising 
while humans keep sickening them-
selves by eating from animals against 
our species’ herbivorous nature, and 
viral spillover from nonhuman ani-
mals subjected to humans’ misguided 
exploitation of them.  
     One way demagogues incite 
violence against targeted human 
groups is to portray them as non-
human animals whose abuse and 
genocide is presumed normal and 
routine.  Used for this purpose: “rats,” 
“swine,” “pigs,” “serpents,” “snakes,” 
“vermin,” “predators,” and other 
dehumanizing terms – sometimes just 
“animals” as Donald Trump called 
migrants at the Southern border to 
promote their abuse, undermine their 
rights, and rationalize anti-immigrant 

policies and practices.
     A featured speaker at a rally Ben 
attended opposing the framing and 
imprisonment of Mumia Abu-Jamal 
for killing a Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, police officer compared those 
who framed Jamal with cockroaches 
who operate in the dark, running for 
cover when light shines on them.  Ben 
explained in a letter to the speaker 
that, even though Ben shared the 
speaker’s view of the Jamal case and 

admired the speech, invoking species- 
ism to overcome racism won’t avail 
and might be dangerous.  
     Speciesism generated racism and 
ethnic persecution originally and per-
petuates them today.  A senior Rwan-
dan Hutu politician called the country’s 
Tutsi ethnic minority “cockroaches” 
in a speech where he urged attacks on 
Tutsis – a significant factor in the 1994 
genocide on Rwanda’s Tutsis.
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Defining animal abuse as everything human beings do to and with other 
animals and their natural homes and ecosystems, recognizing animal abuse 
as both the basis of civilization and the root cause of human misery, and 
acknowledging that standard animal advocacy cannot achieve a reduction in 
animal abuse, Responsible Policies for Animals (RPA) brings new and original 
methods to the endeavor.  
     RPA demands that institutions, thought leaders, and the industry-govern-
ment-university-media complex stop promoting animal abuse and speciesism 
and become anti-speciesist – for the sake of human beings, the other animals, 
and Earth.  RPA uses its website, correspondence, literature, meetings, group 
presentations, Persons, and other means to advance its campaigns and to teach 
others RPA’s methods.  
     RPA members donate $25 or more and receive Persons, e-Updates, and 
RPA’s unique bumper sticker and brochures.  On request, RPA considers ill, 
indigent, or imprisoned persons for donation-free honorary membership.  
Learn more and donate tax-free at www.RPAforAll.org or by mail.

      

Responsible Policies for Animals
RPA@rpa1.org

P.O. Box 891, Glenside, PA 19038, USA
215-886-RPA1

www.RPAforAll.org
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Pet-ism: Love Gone Awry
Since standard animal advocacy 
appeases animal-lovers by condoning 
animal breeding and ownership, it is 
no wonder newspersons fail to realize 
these practices are forms of abuse and 
significant factors in the small portion 
of abuse that violates anticruelty laws.  
Ben wrote to the staff of the long-run-
ning television show Democracy Now! 
after a broadcast promoting pet 
ownership and the need to be a “good 
master.”  

     “Owning animals …, manipulating 
their genes, taking them from their 
families …, isolating and confining 
them …, destroying their reproduc-
tive systems …, dictating what and 
when they eat (mostly canned mush 
and pulverized kibble), … [determin-
ing] when and where they relieve 
themselves, keeping them perpetually 
infantile, dependent, and obsequious 
… is unjust ….”
     Ben recommended two books 
that reinforce his point: Slaves of Our 
Affection: The Myth of the Happy Pet by 
Charles Danten, a long-time veterinar-
ian who closed his practice after real-
izing he had served human exploita-
tion of other animals rather than the 
interests of nonhuman animals, and 
Dominance and Affection: The Making of 
Pets by Yi-Fu Tuan.

What About RPA?
All day long, I hear and read state-
ments needing comment – too 
much even for note-taking, let alone 
responding.  Since everything in 
civilization has animal-abuse com-
ponents that must be erased from 
public awareness to maintain the 
economy and the social order, public 
discourse is constructed to refer to 

animal abuse as other things.  “Build 
a better mousetrap and the world will 
beat a path to your door.”  Corollary: 
Make animal abuse off-limits and the 
economy will grind to a halt.  Here 
are a few of the more blatant recent 
animal-abuse-promoting statements I 
responded to on behalf of RPA:
► On the public-radio show Living on 
Earth, heard on some 250 stations, a 
guest expert stated, “There’s no fisher-
man out there who wants to hurt a 
right whale or any other species.”  
RPA: “How can that be, when [fishers 
are] dedicated to hurting fish for their 
livelihoods and capturing them harms 
countless non-targeted beings?
     “Many humans are rightly ag-
grieved about the loss of whales from 
the oceans.  But fishing itself contrib-
utes to the Biocaust just as whaling 
does.  Fish, lobsters, crabs, shellfish, 
and other aquatic animals are not 
natural foods for humans, who are 
by nature herbivorous land animals, 
sickened more than nourished by 
animal protein.  Eating fish is particu-
larly harmful to human health as fish 
lack kidneys and many toxins concen-
trate in muscle tissues marketed to 
humans.  Hurting fish not only hurts 
humans but is ecologically disastrous; 
compared to when humans kept to 
the shore, the oceans are nearly dead.
     “Can you possibly bring a more 
comprehensive reality to your audi-
ence?  There’s no such thing as an eco-
logically sound human industry, and 
we’ve disrupted Earth to such an ex-
tent that substituting lesser for greater 
evils cannot [aid in] a much-needed 
restoration endeavor.”
► NPR’s Morning Edition repeated 
a common abuse-promoting er-
ror regarding the COVID-19 virus: 
laboratory versus “natural” transmis-
sion, falsely implying human contact 
with other animals is natural.  RPA: 
“All deliberate human contact with 
other animals is unnatural, humans 
being natural herbivores and having 
evolved without natural physical 
defenses against harm other animals 
can do.  So, as with other viruses, 
spillover of COVID-19 to humans 
could not have been ‘natural transmis-
sion’ as implied in your … discussion 

with [your expert guest] and much 
other public-radio discourse.  Under-
standing this makes obvious how to 
prevent possible future pandemics: 
halt the animal abuse involved in 
human contact with other animals.  
Also use “nonhuman animal(s),” not 
just “animals.”  Implying humans are 
not animals obscures why humans get 
sick from contact with other animals: 
our close genetic relationship to 
them.”
► Public discourse, sometimes even 
by animal advocates, often misinter-
prets the root meaning of “euthana-
sia,” kind death or happy death, as re-
ferring only to killing methods, even 
though the reason for that meaning is 
that euthanasia is done to end irre-
mediable suffering.  RPA’s comments 
on a WHYY-FM Philadelphia discus-
sion of black bears in Pennsylvania: 
“Killing bears because they attack or 
frighten human beings is not euthana-
sia.  Euthanasia is mercy killing, kill-
ing to end irremediable suffering in 
the nonhuman animal, not to relieve 
humans of fear.
     “The American Veterinary Medical 
Association approves certain killing 

methods for euthanasia because these 
methods are believed not to cause 
suffering.  But the method of killing 
doesn’t determine whether the killing 
is euthanasia; that is determined by 
the reason for killing.
     “Calling killing euthanasia when it 
is done for humans, not to end suffer-
ing in the nonhuman victim, promotes 
animal abuse, an accurate term for 
killing for safety or to relieve fear.”
     People who decide what is news, 
how to frame the news, and what 
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“Euthanasia is 
killing to end irre-
mediable suffer-
ing, not to relieve 
humans of fear.”

“Speciesism generat-
ed racism and ethnic 
persecution original-
ly and perpetuates 
them today.”
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words to use grow up and train 
for their work in the same ani-
mal-abuse-based civilization as the 
rest of us.  Same with teachers, pro-
fessors, authors, experts in all areas.  
It is not their fault if they cannot see 
beyond the box we are all placed in 
by a seamless and unrelenting ani-
mal-abuse-promoting vocabulary.  
     Without attacking or placing 
blame, we can respectfully urge the 
human world’s intelligentsia to grasp 

that animal abuse is a component of 
everything they promote, endorse, 
and normalize – and to do their part 
to reverse the Animal-Abuse Revolu-
tion.  Not just for Earth’s quadrillions 
of nonhuman animals but to halt 
human misery from animal abuse as 
well.
     Let me know of any total animal 
advocacy you might practice.  Let me 
know if you would like tips or infor-
mation.  Happy advocating! 

Through the years, I have occasionally been urged to “in-
spire” Responsible Policies for Animals’ supporters, 

not just report on RPA’s work, urge people to take part, 
publish written work, and occasionally give presenta-
tions.  A few supporters have sent me links to “inspira-
tional” speeches for guidance.
     I understand the impulse.  And I’ve seen many speak-
ers excite crowds at conferences and other events.  But 
I’ve noticed a few things that don’t inspire me to inspire 
others.  In one case, at a large vegetarian conference, a 
famous speaker roared at the audience, to sustained ap-
plause, that together they would make Big Meat a thing 
of the past because “you will go home and tell everyone 
you know what you learned here!  And they will tell 
everyone they know!  And everyone they know will tell 
everyone they know!”  
     The problem: It didn’t happen.  A great many confer-
ence attendees would not actively urge other people to 
change their diets, and they wouldn’t get far if they did.  
The social scientist Joshua Frank published an extensive 
article, which I am glad to provide on request, explain-
ing why arguments that eating from animals is bad for 
human health, other animals, and the environment move 
very few people to eat plants-only.  The diet problem is 
worse than decades ago, despite thousands of inspira-
tional speeches seeking to mitigate it.
     Likewise, rallying people to react to atrocities against 
nonhuman animals as “cruelty” doesn’t reduce animal 
abuse because a desire to cause pain and suffering only 
motivates a small portion of animal abuse – nearly all 
animal abuse is done for other purposes.
     Inspiration originates as a religious phenomenon.  A 
supernatural being such as a muse breathes into – in-spires 

– a poet or other artist, conferring power to create some-
thing of beauty they ostensibly would not otherwise 
possess as mere humans.  Radical policy change needed 
to reduce animal abuse globally, among eight billion 
human beings in nearly 200 nations dominated by an 
intricate capitalist dictatorship under centuries-old ex-
hortations to put everything in nature to human use and 
to “torment nature,” little resembles artistic endeavor.  It 
requires meticulous attention to the origin, nature, pow-
er, and far-reaching consequences of the Animal-Abuse 
Revolution (AAR; see Persons, Spring-Summer 2022), 
fictions that maintain the AAR, how moral and politi-
cal revolutions do and do not occur, and other matters 
learned by study, experience, and observation, not by 
inspiration.
     I personally have not advocated for nonhuman ani-
mals these past 34 years due to inspiration.  I responded 
to a three-line column-wide job ad in the Washington 
Post.  Discovering civilization’s vast animal-abuse under-
belly, I endeavored, with organizations I worked for, 
to apply reason to the situation, that dull, unexciting 
capacity the founders exercised in initiating the Ameri-
can Revolution, which, as I see it, includes radical animal 
advocacy RPA-style.
     All of this being said, a few months ago, a long-time 
RPA member told me in an email, “You are an inspira-
tion.”  Go figure!  Meanwhile, donate to RPA as you are 
able.  RPA needs your support, not because it is excit-
ing or empowering, but because it is pioneering for all 
animals what previously has only been done for human 
beings.  Maybe we can’t reverse the AAR no matter how 
we strive.  But we certainly can’t do it without support 
from those who would like to see it done.  Thank you! 

Thank you for supporting Responsible Policies for Animals.

“Failing to grasp 
animal abuse as a 
factor in human 
disease means no 
end to disease.”

Support the UNINSPIRING Animal Organization
By David Cantor


